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 Lesson 41
 

To Get – Uses and Expressions

Receive: 
I got a letter this morning. 
When you finish your English course, you get a certificate. 

Obtain: 
I got a lot of presents for my birthday. 
Helen got a puppy for her son. 

Become: 
It’s getting cold. Can we go inside the house? 
Mr. Johnson got very annoyed at his secretary. 

Arrive: 
Penny got home at 7 o'clock. 
The train didn't get to Cairo until 9PM. 

Bring, Fetch: 
Sam got me a drink from the bar. 
Can I get something to eat please? 

Experience, Undergo: 
I get very sick when I eat peanuts. 
Dr. Jones got his training at Oxford University. 

Score: 
Real Madrid got 4 goals against Manchester United. 
Terry got 96% on his chemistry test. 

 

To Get is an informal verb that mostly used in spoken English rather than written English. To Get is  
used in so many senses that it is confusing at times. There are also many phrasal verbs with to Get. The 
following are some of the more widely used 
 
Examples: 
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Contract: 
If you get wet in the rain, you'll get a cold. 
The patient got a heart attack. 

Induce, Cause: 
I finally got my husband to stop smoking. 
The workers got the management to increase their salaries. 

The prisoners got away from the jail by digging a tunnel under the wall. (to escape) 

Get + Past Participle: 
When ‘to get’ is used with a past participle, it has the same meaning as become or 
grow. 
 
Examples: 
 
Since there was nothing to do during the weekend, I got very bored. 
Peter got tired after running 10 kilometers. 

Certain verbs are always used in the past participle with to Get. 
 
Examples: 
 
Philip and Nikki got married in London. 
Nicole and Tom got divorced two years ago. 
Every morning I take a shower before I get dressed. 
We got lost on the way to Philadelphia. 

Common Collocations with Get: 
Certain words are always used with ‘to get’. It is a good idea to memorize them so that 
you can use them as expressions. 

It's getting dark, late, better, worse, busy, etc. 
I'm getting hot, cold, tired, angry, hungry, ready, etc. 

Here are some phrasal verbs with ‘Get’. 
I got lucky at the casino and won a thousand dollars. (to be fortunate) 
How are you getting on? (how are you doing?) 
I get on well with my colleagues at work. (to have a good relationship with) 
When you're in a foreign country, it's di�cult to get to know people. (to meet) 
This kitchen is filthy! You should get rid of all these dirty bottles. (throw away, discard) 
I usually wake up at 6AM but I don’t get up until about 6:30. (to rise) 


